His Sermon (thus made vp 
with mine ownaad others 
1 nores)I now ſubmit to Au- 
: i thoritic and Cenſure *» for 
bu 4 ſubſtance, yeeld hereisno 
Ye”, bS more than 4 was deli- 

vered; whether no lefle, I haue not now to [ay; 
for ciecieniance (1 (1 yeeld to the alles llegation ) 
I acknowlcdge i it ſcalonable. The $i 
ever be cleared by prayer | | 
ooke{adly vpon vs. Our Brethren abroai 

il in che Churches -words; The harveſt ## 
and the Summer is ended, and wee are not ho!peits 
and wee { me thinkes) ſhould adde with fere- 
mic ,veorl. hs r. J amſove vexed for the hurt of the. 
ng people, 1 am henvie;. afforifbmnene 

rakes mw-1 75; here nos Balm \nt Gila; We. 
Art homeho! gk Lord ma” 


THt'EPISTLE 
cious to vs inthe ſcarcitic,yet we may in moſt 


 Promnbenp vp the Prophets words in another 

cnlc, 15 theſeede yet in the Barne ? as yet the trees 

bane not beene delivered of their burthen. [ ooke 

65. 9+ inroche 65: P{alme, and thou ſhalt finde, that 

* Tis the LoxD that findes both ground and 

ſecede, that giues both growth and ri pcning 

to the Corne; and therefore wee ſhould waice 

Yon him wich our preſents of praiſe & pray- 

» This were enough to make ys pray, but 

this; is the leaſt of many motiues, for, Reader 

thou ſeclt the times, the World is now all carc 

as and rongue, the molt given with the Athemans 

1a” lictle elſc than ro heare and tell newes, ( vn- 

certaine newes, the Authour of all lies, as his 

Majeſtic hath told vs) the reſt are willing alſo 

c, and'to heare Gods Truth, nor fables, 

and therein they doe bur as Saint James would 

haue them, fo as they would adde doing to 

as hee commands. But alas, whilſt 

wee oncly profcfle \and diſcourſe of Religion, 

wee driuc the practice of Religion out. of the 

world, as one too juſtly complaines. Ir is la- 

2. MgiBableco couliderche luage vigthavisimade 

tac s Ordinancrsunmoſtplaces;Preachers 
my 


(hrendibe0 ri bevicd " 
poit- 


To Truz Rrapir 
poſt-horſes, ſpurd on ill they be ſpent, and 
then a freſh is called for, in the meane, the 
world fits {till and thinkes to beſaved for hea- 
ring. Reader, mourne for this, weepe for this, 
for this boads a Iudgement, the Lord will rec- 
kon for the bloud of his Prophets ſpent as 
well as ſhed. To theſe reaſons it will not be 
hard for thee to adde more, looke within 
thee, and round abour thee, and fo ſtirre y 
thy ſelfc ro this excrceiſc of Prayer, an exercile 
(1can affure thee) of vnſpeakeable ſtrength 
and comfort, an cxerciſe without which chou 
canſt nor liue, and by which thou maiſt liue 
in the mouth of death. Belecue it, wert thou 
in an eſtate more deſperate than death, in a 
ce worle than hell;yecr it there thou couldeſt 
pray truely, thou ſhouldelt hnde comfort and 
ftrength beyond hope, and yet God is better 
to vs than our prayer. Firſt, for that which is 
publique, follow __ who was no time-ler- 
ver, make no ſmall acount of publiquepray= 
ers. Secondly, for private, paulc belies thoa 
ſpeake, remember who ſpake it ; if a\man 
would nar dcltver att Oration- to a Prince ex 
tempore and \uddenly, it will aotbecome vs to 
open our mouthes raſhly before our Makes j 
XMDu1RT 3z {ccond- 
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ſecondly, kceeperouch with God; firft, for ex- 


craordinary and incidentall occaſtons, beſwre 
ro keepe thy ſelfe in ſuch a ſtate and condition 
of fouls as that ever thou canſt recollect thy 
ſelfe, and call in all the powers of thy ſoule for 

this buſinefle ypon a ſhort warning ; ſecond- 

ly, for ordinary times, ſo necre as may be, 

Cots nor'of thine houre. When the Clocke 
ſtrikes, che Scholler runnes ro his booke; 
thou muſt ro Go Dp, leaving all, there tender | 
thy ſeife (though nor alwaycs alike fit) and {0 
be in the way and place of preferment ; if 
words will not come, {10h, God beares the fieb- 


ns f bu priſozers ; it thou canſt nor i. 
reathe, God hath an carefor thar, Lam.z. 56. 
However, therebe, there Rand, and the childe 
that [tands before his farher, and appeares in 
/- his place ar Supper-time with his trencher in 
his Land, ſpeakes with his countenance, and . b- 
ſpecds accordingly ; He was wiſe who fayd, | 
6 They pray notalrogether of fafhion, who ſee 
their infirmitie in praying, and are grieved for 
#'; the worſt prayers that wee Tn our 
owneſenſel meane) peed ever beſt, and then _ 
wee pray moſt happily, when wee arife moſt o@@ + 
humbled. | 


Thirdly, 


(= ————_ 


O 1HE ALbADER 
Thirdly, when thou haſt prayed,doe not ag 


children, who never looke afttcr their arrow, 
but as Dawel, cap. yg. take notice of thine en- 
largements in prayer, and of thy ſucceſle at- 
ter, write downe time and place, as the Pro- 
pher doth , and ſo helpe thy ſelfe in fuure 
times by former experiments. I ſcethis Porch 
growes wide, and therefore I will conclude. 
If thou be acquainted with prayer, thou 
- knowelt there is more in ir than can be ex- 
preſſed ; if thou be not acquainted, grow ac- 
quainted,and thou fhalr finde me truc. If thou 
wantck further moriues & directions, I con- 
mend ( in this haſte ) ro thee, who art bur a 


poore 5; on private man; Firlt, for the pro- 
miſes ( whereof the heart muſt chew before 


praycr) the Treatiſe of faith. Secondly, for mo- 
riues,the Epiſtle ro the key of Heaven.Thirdly,for 
| caſcsof Conſcience, anddireftions after pray- 
ct, 2. Treati/es ou Epbe. 6. viz. The ſpirituall Ay- 
mowr, and now after directions and exhortati- 
ons, what remains bur praCticc? inſtead of 0- 
thers pratling and cnterdealing in State-buſt- 
neſſe, doc thou pray, pray for thy Soveraigne, 
for his ſecede, for the Churches, for thy fake 


for thy charge,and vicno more words againſt 
( mens 
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Trrz Ep1STL x, &c. 


mens {innes, than thou wilr make prayers for 
their ſoules in ſecret, if thou wilt haue com- 
fortinthy words. Thus much of this : Now 
Readey to thee ; if theſe plaine notes paſſe the 
Preſſe, know that I neither did intend their 
publiſhing before I Preached them, nor can 
\ intend their refining ſince; If the world may 
\ be betrered by them, or by avy thing I can 
' doe, I haue cnough, onely 1 defire mercy and 
uitic from my friends : thoſe notes of mine 
which they hauc,l will my ſelfe(after my pub- 
like Miniſterie) now ſhortly reviſe; Jetno man 
doc fo ill an office as to thruſt out other mens 
notes without their privitie, eſpecially his, 
who can doc nothing worthy this Age. 


Ro. Hanuis. 
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And when Herod would hauc brought him forth, the ſame 
might Peter was ſleeping betweene two Souldiers, bound 
with two chaines ,, and the Keepers before the doore, keys 


the priſon. 
eAnd ' ld, the Angell of the Lord came pon him, and « 
light ſhined in the priſon : aud he ſmote Peter on the ſide, 
and raiſed bum vp, ſaying ; Ariſe, vp quickly : And ins 
chaines fell off from his pands, 5c. 


—_ 


ERE is a Story of Peters 1. Impriſon- 
ment. 2. Enlargement : with the cauſe 
of the one, and meanes of the other. 
Herod having vexcd ſome, laine a ſe- 
cond, now commits thethird ; andall 

this to gratifie the /ewes. Peter thus cominitred, is bat» 

ledby the Church, or rather remooved and freed by 
petition * they pray heartily for him inthe fitt Verle, 
and they ſpeed as nappily, whileſt chey are praying, 

God gives in the pritoner amongſt them. The matt- 

B ner 
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2. Pp - C18 i £ 
ner of his delivery is here reported, and that was v-ry 
ſtrange, beyond Herods purpoſe, the priſoners cx- 

jon , the Keepers meaning, all mens hopes: 
Herod held his purpoſe he had begun, and the next 
morning he meant an end of him. Peter had made his 
conclufton ; ro morrow ( thinkes he ) ( for meſſages 
paſt berweene him and the Church, which ſpent this 
night in prayer for him, and therefore knew the dan. 
ger ) I muſt be put to it, therefore I will ſtrengthen 
my ſelfe to night : The Keepers ſtood vpon their 
D d. and reſolved that no Pete ould palle them : 
ets Peter delivered ; and how SJTc- 
mooues all impediments, tor nothing was in read. 


. Firſt, for man, entrance was there none, therefore 
God! ſends an Angell, and there was no ſtop againſt 
m, 
Next, in the darke itwas hard to finde which was 


which ; God directs an Angell to him, and Recomes 
ay hum, and nufſes nottheman, though b-und to 
the ſame chaine with two others, as in ſtriQ impri. 


ſonmentrs they vied'to doe, 
Thirdly, they were in the darke, and that was ill 


for noyſc ; The Angell brings bis darke Lanthorne | 
with = and =_ IN and none elſe, | 
- ourthly, the prifoner can doe we for him: 
4 : he 15 aſleepe, the Angell wakes him ; he is /aid, 
eA ngell 4#- 
he 


ngell r«iſes him : he is amaz-4, the 
res him ; he is bound, the Angell vn#es him ; | 
knowes not where he 1s, the Angell guides him , he 
Seo paſſe thorow fund df xls the Angel om: 
| orow t d odiſmiſſes hi 
: e 


——_y 5 
Wewill vic ao more words about a plaine Story, 
but acquaint you with our meditations : they containe 
the ſucceſle of the Churches prayers ; they prayed for 
Peter ; the Angell thereupon 1s ſent to Feter - where 
ſee, 1. How the Angell findes him : 2. How the Angell 
delivers him. : 

For the firſt, he finds him ſeepme,in the midſt of 
feares and focs : From whence was this (leepe * was it 
worldly ſorrow that cauſedit, or was it carnall ſecu. 
ritie * 

eAnſ. In doubtfull things, charitic ſuppoſes the 
beſt, ſo ſhould wee : worldly ſorrow cauſes fleepe, 
but how ? when it is not extreame, and that fleepe is 
joyned with ſtarting, and prevents all cals of man or 
Cocke; carnall ſecuritie will cauſe fleepe: but why 
ſhould wee charge Peter with that atthis time * his 
{leepe came from a better cauſe, he was at peace with 
God, he had the Churchesprayers for him, the cauſe 
for him, his conſcience for him, God and his Angels 
for him ; he could dye but once, and for one death he 
was prepared: hence his boldneſſe before,Chapters 4. 
and 5, hence his confidence here, he reſolved with 
| David, 1 will lay me downe and leepe, and withall, God 
gaue reſtro his beloved,as it is in the Pſa/mes, reſt more 
than ordinary to his minde, to- his body : hence the 
Angell can hardly awake him, nd being awaked, he 
is not terrifiedas aguiltic perſon would haue beene in 
this caſe : Doethen but conſider, 1. Theman. 2, His 
| behaviour in like caſes. 2. Thetime and circumſtan- 
ces. 4. Theexerciſes ofthe Church forhim. 5.'The 
meſſenger, and meſſage ſentto him, 6. The mannerof 
his behaviour, when he is awaked, and you ay 
B 2 that 
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that his flzepe grew not from viſtcemper, bur from; 
ſtrengrh of faith and comfort, 
Now tothe poynts, 

R.r. Wherehrit, from 2 order, feethe power of joynt 
rayers ; they beare downe all betore chem, and pre. 
” FT: in heaven and earth; as the Word that comes 
from heaven, proſpers in the thing whereunto it is 
ſent: ſothe word that goes to heaven, the prayers of 
the Charch, firike yp to God, there they lye at his 
gatcs, and never will away withoutrhcirarrand z and 
when they arc anſwered, rherthey come downe with 
authoritic, and raigne over all impediments below , 
Witneſle thus Story : Perer is committed, the perieca- 
rors are reſolute , rhe focs many, the friends few, 
meanes none but God, to God the Church goes; the 
enemics plor, the Church prayes ; they ſhutthe priſon 
doores, the Church opens heavens doores 3; fo there's 
old tugging for the priſoner, but the Charch winnes 
him, God(toletthem ſee what prayers be ) fendshim 
torhem while they are praying , there, ſaith G 0», 
(ifyon willtake no deniall)rhere he is; thereby poin- 
tihg vs to thermeanes of his deliverance : wee neede 
trot mariy words for proofe of this : James ſaith, The 
prayer of one righteous man prevarles much : if of one, 
what of twenties what of at hundred ? and he inſtan. 
ces4f Elijah, Hee alow! conld oper and ſhut heaves ; then 
walmay many open and ſhur priſons on carth - nay, 
efurtherhe jo/ar Seo onbelcovers and hy: 
eites haue done much for the obraining of ſuch 
eflings as they were capable of : when heatheniſh 
Jonah 30 MNihiove faſted'and prayed, God heard ; whenfalſe Re. 
»Cuo.1: Jobowy) bitmbled himfelfe and his people, God-was 
» iatrcated , 


"Poters Enlargement. F 
intreated , when wicked /choahaz beſought the Lord, 
God harkened to him,2 Kine. 13,4. how nmaech more 
ſhall the faithfull prayers of the Church prevaile * 
prevaile ( —_ ) both for the preventing and _y 


ving evils, and obtaining and keepin of; 
What ſhall we inſtance the life of 4ſa, pe, He- 


zekiah? when wagit otherwiſezwhen did the 

of God eyer joyne ins comm onto God, t 

they ſped * no inſtancetot e CQUtrary- 
=hoa marvell, this exerciſe 1s well gronnded-and 

warranted, it haththe wartant of a precept: 1; Prayer 

one another - call vpon mee, et. 

2, The warrant of a promiſe, [ will delimer thee. 

3. The warrant of experience, neyer any yet vſed 

t, but they prevailed, 

pms are preſents very welcomero'God, hep 
fers them ro all facrifices, being 'immediare wo 
of his Majeftie; Let me hearc thy voyce,it1 
No father lonesthe voiceofhischildten, like sGed 
loucs rhe voice of his Church; *7 # 5# mſithr mil per- 
fume, Rev. 5.8, and what we loue wee wilt zdrarite 
and turther. 

3, The parties are very deire avho renderthiety 
God loues his Church abone all creatutes, he Sac 
his Sonne for her, and therefore her ſurrs ſhatl 
acceptance t Let me ſee thy fact, it's 'comely. Efther ie- 
ver pleaſed Abaſweroſh ſo well, ns the Chinch plcaſerh 
Chriſt. 

4- The parties from ind chrongh whom cheyare 
preſented, pleaſe : they are indited and abbetted 


CO IIs 


the holy Ghoſt, Rom. 8, rendred A and 
al cheſe dedenyed Addero 
B 3 5. The 
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5- The partie to whom they aredireRed, to God; 
who is all truth, mercy, grace, wiſedome, power, 
God delights in Epping rele, as mercy, ſo truch, 
wiſedome, goodnes pleaſes him, God is magnificd in 
alltheſe whilſt he anſwers prayers;prayer ſcts vp God 
therefore God will ſer vp prayer ;in few, prayers ſer 


God on worke, and allin and about God, his wile- 
dome, his power, his Angels, and whatthen can hin- 


gacr*” +F 


Je 1. Looke backward, and call to minde your finnethis 


day, (ee, many a Peter hath beenc in priſon, and pray- 
ers were not made by the Church ; many a member 
ſicke, and praycrs were not made by the Elders; yea, 
many a Church diſtreſſed, Bohemia afflicted, the Pala- 
tinate and Y altoline diſtreſſed, the Chriſtian world en- 
p28ed, yet we did not pray ; the enemy could curſe, 
weedidnot pray; and therefore how juſtly might 
God deſtreſſe and leauc ys deſtitute ofhis helpe, and 
the Churches prayers : Downe on thy knees before 
thou goeſt further and ſfay., O Lord, doc not ex- 
communicate me out of the hearts of thine for my 
coldneſfe and careleſneſſce, where was thy feare,thar I 

refrained prayer -beforethee, ſob 15, 47 where was m 
brother 


charitic, that I would: not doc ſo mych for a bro 

25 Towe to ancnemy, to wit, pray for him? how ſhall 

T exped ayde from others prayers, who haue with- 
drawne mercy from-others* © Lord forgiuethis vn- 
ſeaſonable filence of mine. This firſt done, in the next 
place looke forward, and preſcrue and improue this 
your intereſt in God, let no Peter, no Preacher, no 
Chriſtian, no neighbour lye in the chaines by you, 
( whether in the chaines of fickneſle, ping: 

cbr, 
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Peters Enlargement. - 
debt, or paine, or ſinne, or tempration ) but doe you 


repriue him : you have a key that will open any locke 
a medicine that will heale any wound, a weapon Xt 
will prevaile in any place , draw this weapon, vie thi: 


medicine : if men be ficke,pray them wholezttpoore, 
FT pe Hee he 
at is this To calily done * yes verily by the whole 
Church, as it 15 for the outw re when one is 
very poore, it is hard for two or three to ſet him vpa- 
gaine; butnothing fora thouſand ; and when oneis in 
a pit, iris much for one, but not for many ro pull him 
our : ſo here;it is partly long of vs thatmenlyefolo 
vader their burthens : any, wee joyntly commen 
them to God, our praycrs would take, mens chaines 
would off, 06, Truc,ſpirituall chaines ? Axf. If but ſo, 
were itnot worth the while £ What, may we eaſe our 
brethren ot temprations, ofpaſhions, of luſts, and will 
we not? Burt for outward crofles, ſaith not Saint /ames, 
The prayers of the Church heale the ficke? Saith not 
the Story, the prayers of the Church procured Peters 
libertic ? But ſay they benotalwayes delivered: yerit 


is good to get the croſſes mitigated, ſanRifed, [weer- 
ned, and ſomerhing will be done if we pray ; Doe this 
then, ornothing, Perhaps you will win other neg- 
ligences : you would viſit your ficke neighbour, bur 
you queſtion his diſeaſc ; your welcome ; you would 
relicue your poore neighbours, but you haue it not, - 
why there is no Chriſtian man burhe hath anin 
in God. a FiiooFor er ; lift vpa prayer for-th 
 thren, it thou canſt doe nothing elle, and this will doe 
thee and him good: prayer inthis caſe for others, is2 | 
cleerer evidence of grace; than prayer for our 


cre. 


_ 
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8 eters Enlarg nent. 


Hete is comfort and encouragement : 
1, Comfort for our fclucs, if members of the 
Churchyjf we bleed with her, if we pray forher, i we 
lay, If 1 forget thee, © teraſalem, they let my viiht hand 


forget her canning : the comfort is great ; wee haue that 


which St. Pa/ thirſted for,the prayers otthe Church ; 
And this is apriviledge worth ten worlds,,and acom- 
fort þeyond all'apprehenfion, when a man lookes 
rompddhon him and can ſay, there is a Towne, I haue 
ſome prayers there, there is another, I haue ſtocke go- 
ing there,nay,in every Shire, every Nation,ſomethat 
rouge when Iam barren, ſome quickned when 
Tam dull, ahd I am an adventurer in the Churches 
ſhip, I haue aſtocke in hey rreaſure, and an intereſt in 
her prayers, this keepes the head abouc water, and 
preſeryes from tinking. 

2. Encquragement,to pray forthe Church : would 
Gods people enter inro a holy league, and rye them- 
ſclues 1n their ſeveral! cloſcrs, to [pcn1 ſo much time 
weekly, ordaily in prayer, for ſome particular perſon, 
orplace, Church orNationsl wonder how they ſhould 
miſſe; Tellme whereever the Churches joyntprayers 
did evermiſ-carry, orproue abortiuc; in wharplace, 
in what caſe, for what people * Prayers hauc beene 
made formen out of the Church, and hane ſped, wir- 
nefle Nenivie;for men inthe Church (good men, bd 
men ) and haue ſped ; prayers haue beene made by 
Land, and haue prevailed; on the Seas by !onah, and 
kaye f , they haue prevailed aboue ground, vnder 
the - re og; dungeons, and caues 3 pray- 

crs beene made for ficke men, and haue holpe 
them ; for dying men, for poore men, for captiucs, for 
priſoners, 


'P p { . 4 "D 
priſoners, and haue holpen ; for men againſt perſecur 
_—_ temptation, againſt ſorrow,agai..ſt beaſts, 
againſtmen ; againſt devils : praycrs haue beeae om- 
nupotent heretofore, why not now * 

06. Why now, it we were as dthers, Gods hand 
( we know ) is not ſhortened, his care not heavie 3 but 
our ſinnes, our crying ripe ſinnes, hindergoo things 
from vs. 

eAnſ. Why therefore ſet againſt thoſe ſinnes by &F 
prayer, caſt out your owne, cry downe other mens, 


Out-cry them. 
06, Ohbut they cry loud. 
_ Yer prayer hath the ſtronger yoice, the bloud 
of C ' t ſpeaks —_ than = fin 2 &C. 
| et Sodom yeeld ten holy men, and ſhee ſhall be ſpa- 


red ;let one El4jab ſtand vp for ſtiffenecked /ſraelt, and 
wk Amos plead for rebellious i»deh, and God will 


0b, True indeed, if we were ſuch as they, but our 
prayers are weake and faint * 

eAnſ. 1, They were men ſubje& to like paſſions, 
2. The prayerof che righteous is prevailing. 3. Theſe 
here mentioned were new converts, yet prevailed 
| with God for Peter. 

06. Ohbuthere the whole Church joyned: if all 
Iſraell mightmeer from Danto Beerſbeba, there might 
be ſome hope * 

eAnſ. Wce may, and doemore than thefemight , 
1. Wee may meet in publike afſemblies every Lords 
day: 2. Theſe were but few that lived in the darke, 
and met inthe night, and in He/ters time in their ſeve- 
rall families, and the whole Stare was then againſtrhe 


C truth, 


a 
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truth, and againſt the Scriptures, anda!l Religion was 
diſgraced, yetthen they prevailed, much more wee 
now, &c. 
0b. But now itis t00 late, many Churches abroad 
be quite ſcattered, many men at home have their 
backes and hearts quite broken, with wants, temprati- 
ons, diſcouragements ? 
eAnſ. Whuleſt God cals in his word, it is not too 
late, Godis vſed to ſee men linking betore he ſets in ; 
their extremitic is his opportunitic:when Peer is with- 
in one night of the ſword, then 1s his time. 
Mhieft, 0b. Burt I haue waited, and {ce no ſ{ucceſſe. 
eAnſ. So did the Church, they pray for Peter this 
weeke, the next, andthe next, the doores be (till ſhury 
the chaines be ſtill on; well, now they haue but one 
night more to wait, they wait that ; but ere morning 
nv. 3%. allis wonne. If then we have! but one day, one night; 
one houre to ipcnd LED P12y? wat, that day, that 
might, that hourc, God wul be Iccne m the Mount , 
eliverance ſhall come, if prayer goe on the crrand ; 
iteyer was {o,cvcrſhall bej{o,diſpute not, bur beleeue : 
there is who prayes, and ſpeakes nor, and theres too 
that ſpeakes, who prayesnot ; if thou wilt pray. thou 
muſt open thy needs to God, as thy Father, _— 
Chriſt, God-man, as/ thy Mediatour, from God the 
holy Ghoſt, as the inditer of thy prayers : if thou wilt 
66.18. Pray, thy hcart muſt be 1. crapried of purpoſes of fin: 
| 2, broken :3. purged tromguile by faith , which faith 
85. muſt then worke: before thou beginneſt,lay with Da- 
the 56-9- wid, I mill call, and God will anſwcr me ;-and when thou 
haſt done, conclude, I haue ſpoken, and ſhall in due 


time and manner be anſwered ; thus doe, and be we 
that 


that thou neither beginne nor cnd a lawfull petition 
( of ſuch onely we ſpeake ) before thou art aware, let 
faith enter thy ſutc,and cud, and ſubſcribe it,and thou 
prevaileſt, | 

Now to particulars, 

How finds the Angell Peter ? Sure he cannot ſleepe this 
night, being vpon his life to morrow, and inall like- 
 lihood knowing of it by the Church ; howſoever, 
not ſure of life one day to an end, but like enough to 
be ſent for at an houres warning ; as ob» Baptiſts head 
was. Notwithſtanding all this, Peter (leepes as ſound- 
ly as ever in his life, and wakes withoutterror;whence 
was this © from corruption © no ; from naturall cou- 
rage ? no; when Peter was younger, and therefore na- 
turally bolder, he was a diſtard : whence then 2 conft- 
der the reaſons before, and it will be found, that it was 
from ſpeciall comfortand confidence in God ; which 
comfort moſt attends priſons and perſecutions ; here 
ſce the ſtrength of ſpirituall peace and comfort. 


The Lord hath comforts for his children, that will 
uier and ſupport them in any feares andTtraits : his 
fol Itmake 7 man Teepe without a bed ; 


conlolations will | 
Tive almoTt without aTeule: They will make one bold 
in danger, quiet1in trouble, liuc inthe jawes of death : 


The joy of the Lord i ſtrony, ſaith Nehemiah, ſtrong in- 
deed, rhat will carry a man overall: Peter had a ſtrong 
heart, that can thus ſleepe, thus wake, that can looke 
vpon Chaines,vpon Priſons,vpon Tyrants, vpon Tor- 
* ments, vypon Angels;(good and bad)and never breake 
his (leepe forthe matter. Pauls joyes were ſtrong,that 
made him ſing in the ftockes, ar that time of the night, 
after (uch a byes worke. David: faith ſtrong, that 
C 2 made 
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made him ſay, 7 will lye downe and ſlcepe, I will not feare 
though ten thouſand riſe vp againſt me : thoſe wereſtrong 
& ſtrange joyes that ſupported Davidin all his feares, 
and made him ſay ; Vn the multitude of my thoughts, thy 
comforts g/ad my ſoule , When I am moſt carefully 
thoughiiome, yet then thy ſtrong, thy double com. 
forts do make glad my wounded and diſtracted ſoule . 
thoſe ſtrong thartriumphed overrackings, mockings, 
ſcourgings, &c. as inthe cleventhto the Hebrewes, 
2eeit, But whence comes their ſtrength ? 

Becauſethey be Gods joyes, the joyes of the Spi- 
rit, derived inimediatly from the fountaine ; and 
things be pureſt and ſtrongeſt there. 

2+ Becauſe ſpirituall ; for as ſpirits are more aQtiue 
and powerfull than bodies, ſo ſpirituall things than 
bodily and natural!. 

3- Theſe joyes are moſt certaine and laſting, they 
(forthepreſent )over-top, and ( forthe furure ) over- 
come and ſurviuc all other both croſfes and comforts. 

4. They are independanrandina for: all-ſufficienr, 
borrowing no helpe from creatures: Nature and Art 
worke with inſtruments, and by meancs ; they cannot 
ſupport without meat, ſtrengthen without ſleepe, giue 
ſleepe without warmth, nor warmth without a bed, | 
&c, But God can, beyond mceanes, without meanes, 
worke comfort, make one Ice in the darke, liue in 
death, © Ta "ox 

neſt. Butwhat betheſe comforts of God : | 

Anſ..1. Precious promiſes, applycd by God in due 
ſeaſon, an rhe ometot e heart, whic ovine 
the Ipirits more than any balme ; and theſe promiſes 
come thucke ypon Peter now, He chinketh, haih nor 
God 
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that he bottles vp all owr reares?t 


troubles, they ſhall not come neere mee ? that in fire and wa- 
ter he will be withme ? and did not I heare my Saviour 
ſay, Bleſſed are they that are perſecuted for righteouſneſſe.s 
Gl ? reade not TI how David (1d, Twill lye downe and 
| fleepe ? and therefore I will doe fo too. 
2. Strengthening graces, God powres the ſpirit of 
faith, patience, power, courage, into his, induetime , 

and they raiſe the heart, as wine the fainting ſpirits ; 
wy ſaviag grace is healing, is ſtrengthening,and(as 
the Apoſtle ) eſtabliſhing. 

3- Hourely experience of Gods care and provi- 
dence ; as 4 childe never [ces the loue of his mother 
ſo nuuch 35 when he 1s {:cke ; ſo Gods children never 

"FndeGod to be ſomuch God as in their miſerits, 
and that makes them plucke vp their teete with 7acos, 
and ſay with Paul, I know whom 1 haue truſted, and with 

the Church, Thou wilt guide vs :0 death; and after ( as 

David addes ) receine to 7lory, 

4-, Speciall peace of conſcience and joy of the holy 

Ghoſt, by new expreſſions of Gods favour,and raviſh- 

| ments of heaven : then God opens heaven, and they: 
ſce their life and crowne, and ſo are carried over all. 

Queſt. When doth God thus comfort his 2 

e/\nſ. When they moſtneed it, as thenthe mother 

| brings out her prelernes, when the childe is ficke : 

Erie, when they be moſt humbled and empty of them- 

{elucs ; therefore after greateſt humiliations come 

greateſt conſolations, as David, Abraham, and others 
ever found, 


C 3 2. But 


God ſaid, that the fighing of 12 comes t6 him ? Wha « 
at we ſhould caſt our care uu 
wvpon him, and he will care for vs ? that in ſix and ſeven ceade Vi 
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2, But ſpecially inthe day of tryall and perſecuti. 
on, the more the Devill beſtirres him, the more God 
23.and beſtirres him: thus the ſweeteſt nights that ever Lrcob 

* ſpentwere in the field, and fo Petey ; and when had 
15. Davidthoſc large affetions to riſe at midnight, when 
pas the Word ſo {weet, but when his troubles were 

trer © 


aReyerend Biſhop of our owne, when oth cr cordials 
were tendred him, oh ( ſaid he) the Cordiall of cor. 
dials which I daily rake,is this : The bloud of Teſus Chriſt 
cleanſeth vs from all ſinne. Artis blind, and often po- 
ſed ; Nature weake, and often foiled : ( like a bow 
that muſt not be drawne beyond compaſſe ) onely 
grace and fpirituall comfort is invincible : get this, 


—n— 


20d you ma ſleepein a dungeon, Hue in the darke, 
ant 


,and yet haucall ; want theſe, and a flea ma 
"T7 reake your leepe. and a hand-writing daſh your 


Irth inthe midl(t of all friends. 

1 muſt 2, Letſuch as haue ſpiritual! hearts thus affeced, 
Tk ſtay themſclues here ; fearc not povertte, there be 
= fd, comforts beyond the paine of famine ; feare nor fick- 
ience neſſe, there be comforts beyond all fits of ſickneſle : 
feare nor death, feare not chaines, feare not any thing 
4.2.16, that you can or ſhall ſuffer : Notany thing * Why, a 

man is ſubje& to racking, to burning, &c, yet feare 
not, and why the Lord hath comfort in all, and a- 
1.5. boue all tribulations, When hee cals a Saul to a 
crowne, he makes him another man: ſo when he cals 
a man 


eters Enlargement. r5 
2 man toa Chaine, Petey is not the man in priſon, he 
Was out of prilon 3 at the firſt he was fcarctull of a 
wenches word, after he was willing, yet fleſh hung 
"Þacke, 7ohnthe laſt Chapter, Verſ, 18. But when put 
vpon it, hearc his voice, ſec his face; he can be as quj- 
<tr, as comfortable, as well in priſon as ever, 

0b, Oh but I tademy rlfe afraid of words. 

CAnſ. So was Peter at firſt. 

0b, Oh but, ſaith our Saviour, beware of men. 

cAnſ. No man ſo malicious as God-:is mercifull, 
fo pcrilious as God 15 pittifull. Oh but ſay wee lived 
= we ſhould lye in cold irons, in the darke, be 
halfepined, Tarved; who can beare theſe * Peter cany 
any can, when God calsthem to It, "ry 
— Obut lay we were put tothe herytryall, flames are 
intolerable and mercileſſe.Oh but flames are in Gods 
hands, Dan. 3. Chapter : Againe, Martyrs haue had 
more comfort there, than in all their iues before, 
Oh but ſome of them haue crycd out of paines: And 
doc not men ſo who dye intiicir bedstoo ?. but God 
hath borne them. through theſe, and made them a 
mends. 

O get then inward ſtrength, and that. will: over- 
come all feares, all torments; conclude we with that 
good Martyr, It God call ever any ofhisto any ſuch 
ſufferings, he will either weaken the flame, .ox ſtreng- 
then their faith , he hath promiſed ( that,which lervs 
liuc and dyc in ; to wit) that he will not tenipe beyond 


ſtrength : end be is able. to doe exceeding abundantly A- 


boue all that wee canſpeake or thinke. 
Aſſure your (clues, the feare of perſecution ismore 
than perſecution it ſelfe ; therefore I ſpeake to your 


F- - 
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feares, for there is none (through Gods mercy) with 
vs, I am ſure, to be felt, I thinke, tobe feared. 

The ſame night, 6. That the Lord doth often hold | 
his people long in ſuſpence for thole things which he 
mcanes to glue them , he 1s toour ſeeming ſlow, bur 

ure; ſure, but flow : thus he was as good as his word 

to Abraharr, hee gaue him aſonne, but he held him off 

tothe laſt houre ; he kept touch with his poſteritie, 
brought them out of Egypr , but he deferrcg it rill 
thelaſt day ; his bond was almoſt forfeited, yer he 

payd it before the Sunne Tet, Exod, 12.17.41. Thus 

Tojeph was long 1n priſon, yet at the appointed time 
brought forth; and /ſ/-ae/ long in captivitic, pon 

were made, and yet Damel could heare no anf{wer till 

night was vpon him ; Jacob wreſtles till day, &c. fo al- 

ſorhe woman of Canaan, Matth. 15. and the Church 
here:in all which places we ſee, firſt,taat God ismind- 
ful is day. 2. That he deferres ſometime till the 

laſt houre be runnung. I 
afos; The reaſon ofthis delay is manifold. 1. God would 
turne our eyes backward, and make vs ſay, O iris juſt 
God ſhould deferre me : Ihaue deferred him; he cal- 
led and I would not heare ; prayed me againe, againe, 
.and againe, and I would not anſwer; therefore it is C- 
quall I ſhould call and cry, and norbe heard. 

2, God hereby would ſharpen our = for the 
preſent; therefore he ſeemes deafe, becauſe we ſhould 
ſpcake out; therefore flow, becauſe we ſhould be car- 
neſt. Thus Daniel interprets it : God deferres him, 


that is ( ſaith he ) butto try me, therefore he ſp1i's y 
on his SEL betrerhold; OLord rote, 
,O Lor ©, O Lord open, and powres ſo 


Fon "many 
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itions and arguments ypon God, that 
| $& no rehiftance. I hus /acob, he {ces theday comming 
| ' vpon him, and he had made nothing of it all night, 
and therefore now he ſets to it, Goe | {aith he, 1 will xor 
let thee goe without a bleſſing. 

3- Hereby he prepares vs for the future receiving 
of his comforts; thus he bumbles vs. thus he enlar- 

h vs, thus fits vs for thankfulnefle ; the more bleſ. 
[ow coſt vs, the better we will priſe them, and prayſe 

Go » for them : adde to this, that theſe 
driue vs to further ſearches, as the /ſraelrres at 4s, and 
Gibeah, 

Doth the L © = Þ thus long deferre {ometime his 
inerided comforts and anſwers © Let vs know the 
courſes of his providence, and wait vpon him : be- 
hold the husbandman waits ; when he hath ſowne 
his ſeed, he doth nor looke to reape and ſow all ina 
day, his Corne is firſt buried, yea, ic dyes , yea, it 
growes downeward, before it comes vpward, and: 
i py tm rs a {nib and checke, yet he 
waits ; And why © he hath experience : ſo 
muſt wee, when we haue ſowne our ſeed; ſay we bu- 


our prayers, ſay (to our ſeeming )'they dye, {a 
x grow rider Av} gar haoary; Aru ex 
to be worſe after prayer with vsthan before, yer wait, 
why *£ wee haue experience of our owne and: other 
mens ſucceſlc : never did men ſow this ſeed, bur they 
had a crop, alate harveſt, yeta harveſt. ::; 


Ob. EX Ong.) + 
yeares for 


»l 


4 
eAnſ. How long o ifaac prayed twentie 
a childe, before he (ped; Abraham thirtie, before he 
ſped ; Abrahezs paſteritic were fourc hundred yeares 
D 


in 


pray agal 
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in captivitie,beſore they were delivered ; the Church 
thirſted for Chriſt ,, one rhouſand, two thouſand, 
three thouſand yeares, before they had him : How 
many thouſands, hundreds, {cores of yeares haſt thoy 
waited ? 

0b. O but I haue _ all my friends, vicd all 
meanes, prayed my fſelfe, and got others to ſpeake 
r00, and yet no helpe, 

eAnſ. And might not Peter {ay as much * not a 
Coriſtian in 7ers Chew, buthad ſpoken and ſpoken of- 


ten, and yet heſtickes, | 
—-ob 


ut matters with me are worſe and worſe, 
the more [I pray againſt povertie, the poorer | am , 
the more I pray for patience, the worle I am, the 
more I pray for faith, rhe lefle 1 'baye z the more I 
Zink paſſions and temptations, the more they 
flyc in my face. 
eAnſ. Is not this, as we ſaid, that the corne muſt 
goe backward; before it come forward ? wasit not ſo 
with Abraham and Sarab, the longer they prayed, the 
elder they waxed, and ſo vnfitter for iſſue * 
0b. Obutmy finnes grow ſtronger by prayer. 
eAnſ. Nor ſoghoutecleſt finne morethan before , 
it is norbecauſe finnc is ſtronger, but thou ſounder. 
ne, theſe ogmns — _ motions of 
fe, burſymproms of death , as the fowle ſtruggles, 
and ſpines moſt when the head is off : the pangs of 
death benow pon thy luſts, take comtorr. 
0b. O but now your comforts come too late, the 
date is ourfor me od fald, 
. Why? God ſaid, pray no more, as to 
_— hath he Ntopt thy nw. x ? {o long as. ory 
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faith,pray ; ſo longas the ſpirit within thee ſaith,pray; 
ſo long as Gods people haue hearts to pray, never 
fay itis too late to pray : if Peter be our by midnight, 


or by day-breake, it is as well as 1 he had beene our a 


moncth before. : 
© 0b, O butdelayesbreake the heart. 
*Anſ. But note the end of delayes, they are never 


rodeny or fruſtrate, bur to fit, and to quicken : make +: 


theſe vſes of delayes, and then itthy fute be not ho- 
neſt, never beginit ; ifir be, never leaucit : learne of 
husbandmen, when they pull downe acree, or lift at 
ſome blocke, ifthey cannot tirre it, they call inhelpe, 
if it come not atthe firſt pull, they pull againe, if not 
then, ha, againe ; if notthen, ha, once more ; at laſt 
they feele it comming, and then it comes amaine: 
learne of Elqah; he prayed for rayne; havi ed 


lookes about him, nothing comes; he prayed againe, * 


—_"_ 


nothing comes 3, he prayed againe, nothing comes ; 
atlength, O Maſter ( faith his t) T Tee a Aloud, 
dur 1t 15 bur litrle 2 Is itacloud? then once more to it, 
and by and by the heavens were masked with clouds : 
earne of thele men ; Petey ſtickes 1n t con, 
one lifts, he cannot ſtirre him ztry you( faith he )toa 


ſecond, to athird, try a fourth, a fift ; at length hea. 
ven ſtirres, the chaines ſtirre, and Peter comes in a- 


monegſt them : learne of Chriſt himſelfe; the Widow Luk 


dealt with a Iudge, not a Father; a bad Iudge, ſhe was 
alone, a ſimple Orator, yet ſhe prevailes : learne of 
beggers; they haue no command, no promiſe, noac. 
uaintance, no Art; and yet will tand it our: thema- 
ſter chides,the beggerſtands it our, the dame chides, 
he ſtands ſtill; the ſervants come, and ſay, they dare 
D 2 not 
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not ſerue him ; the children fay, wee muſt not, and 
yet he will not away. QO Lord, helpe our faith, how 
weake be wee, if having precept, promiſe, kindred, 
Gods fervants, Gods Sonne an our ftides, we will be 


put off with a delay 2 well (as I ſad) ſu long asanight, 
an houre, aminute islefr, pray ; one nigh — com- 
paſſe that which an hundred before could nor. 


 Ttfolloweth, eAn Angel, crc. 

.4 _ TheLord hathever meanes at hand for his ſervants 
comfort and deliverance,it hebe on worke by prayer : 
well might Peter ſay, The Lord knoweih how to delover 
hi,&sc. He is never at a ſtand ; ifthey know how to 
ay, he knoweth how to comfort. _— 
beſ, 1. * In himfelte he is all-luthcient, infinite in wiſedome 
ay 4-5 to.invent mcanes; in power, toactrhem ; and iFneed 


— A __— cu 


be, to more, 
2, He is the Lord of Hoaſts, the Lord of every 


creature , ifour workes lye in the Sga, he is Lord of 
the Seas; if on the es bs is Lord there ; if in Pri- 
ſan, he beareth the keyes of cvery Gaole; if heavens 
can helpe vs, he commandsthem; it winds, it beaſts, 
if friends, if ſtrangers, if foes, if Angels, the Lok 


hath the command of all perſons, thi and places. 
I. For comfort, roulc # Telfe Y od, calf thy 
37* careVv m ring it to paſſe; Is thy bur. 
povertie © calt 1t vpon e will helpeir , 


LI 4 


it finne, feare, forrow * whatſocyer it be, he can 
beare 1t and dilchargethee. 


; Sermon _ OhbutIHeeno meancs, I owe ſo much, ſo many 
made in weare infamily, and meanes none. 

This is as ifthey ſhould haue faid,If we hadatriend 
in the Court, to moue Herod; if a friend inthe Watch 
to 
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to bribe, if in the Priſon, by whoſe mediation wee 
might comeat Peter, then ſomething might be done, 
but now all meancs faile vs. No, no ; 
meanes beyond our fight ; if men cannot doen, An 


cls can and Thall : and ifno man will pay the Wid- 
— debr, God will : ifno body elſe will feed E£- 


ab, the Ravens ſhall: what doe wee ralke of meanes t 
all meancs are ſhurypin God. 


his power as great 25 cver, his wil edome 25 deepe as 


0b. Oh but my caſe is deſperate, it is not poſſible 
to helpe me. 

*Anſ. Now wee ſhall haucatale of impoſſibiliries: 
And not poſſible 2 ing be impoſſible 


_to God” 


Ob, Oh but there be an hundred blockes in my 
way. | 
Anſ. But what is in his way, that makes his way 
thorow the ſeas, ſtones, wood, yron, &c* goe tothe 
priſon, there is a blocke, a guard ; paſte that , 
there is ablacke, a doore ; paſſe the doore, is 
another, a chayne ; pafſe the: chayne; there ivanorhes, 
an yron gate. © bur wharof rhiise ifthey can breake 
thorow all hinderances of vabelicte, —_ 
ments, to prayer; God will breake rhorow a 
thouſand more, totheir comforr. O but God workes 
no wonders now.. No? his Name 1s'w 


"ever, his promulcs as good, his loue as much to-hisas 


ormer meanes, Wee fuccefle, and * 
God will doe abundantly aboue all that we canſpeake 
orthinke :; wee hauc the Lords promiſe forthis, E- 
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pheſians 3. 20. and Eſiy 42. 16. { wif make darkeneſſe 
_ light, and crookedneſſe ſtraight : we haue our owne 
experience, let any man that hath had any acquain. 
tance with God and this holy dutic, = mce when 
ers were not {ucceſſefull ; when diddeſt thoy c- 
ver ipeaketoth yenly Father, but he did anſwer 
hace with ſome cale, tome comfort © When diddeſt 
thou cver pray, but thy. heart was thereby ſomewhat 
lightened £ and ifthou canſt not bur ſay with David, 
in the ſame day I asked, I was thus farre anſwered, 
That my heart was ſtrengthened, Pſal, 139. 3. doe not 
fayle ro conclude with David, Though 1 walke in 
the mid## of troubles, yet ( vpon =_ ) 1 ſhall bes 
received, 7. and od will perfett hts mercies in me for 
ever,$. 

Thus wee hauc diſpatcht ſome meditations : more 
wee haue, butthey muſt be onely named ; as 1. Herod 
would, but could not bring forth Petey to try all and 
execution : men be but men, and muſt doe as they 
may; for what they would doe againſt the Church, 
nor they, norall the Devils in Hell can doe. 

2+'\The Lord can giue fleepe and peace in any 
place, at any time, in any company. 

3, Gods beſt ſervants and meſſengers, are ſome- 
times yoaked with vileſt offenders, &c. 

4- _ beſt creatures are the.Churches ſervants : 


5- Laſtly, the Lord can quickly ſhake his out of 
their chaynes, rags, feares, fetters, &c. But what doe 
T meine this to excecde ; Brehrn I would faine 
e you more thriftie of your time , doe you not 
waſte it (as others doc )in idle impertinences, much 


i leſle 


ters Enlargement. 23 


leſſe in ſurveying Stares and Kingdomes, Ir is not 
for vs to fit vpon Crownesand Thrones, and to turne 
Srateſmen it is tor vs to be thankefull where G © » Y- Pau 
bleſſes, and to be prayerfull when the Church la- 
bours : to this end I haue ſaid thus much;to perſwade 
you to the praQtiſe of what you know, now our turne 
followes, lets ſee what will be done, and how yell 
you will improuctime, in ſpeaking to G © p_ 
_ thanto, or of men. Speake as much as you will 
(other durtics being anſwered ) for men, bur ſay 
| nothing of or them out of an Or- 
dinance + Chirurgeons who will 
launce and cut , muſt haue Li- 
cence for what they doe. | 
I haue ſayd. | 
(**) 
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| Certaine Queres and Caſes cou- 
ching the Theory and PraQtice 


of Pxnanru th 


, 
ETJH i s plaine Scrmon hath 
2” notbecn oftner Printed, than 
I haue been importuned to en+ 
large it, Intreaties hauc won 
ſotarre vpon me, as that | am 
content to adde rwo _ 

1. Cerraine Queres and Ci: 
po touching the Theory and Pra« 

@ice of prayer: 2. Soinc.invirentzents and 

ments to perſeycrance in that duric. In boch 


brickencfſe and plainencfc , char {0 the EAP 
ſrc wich the Hoſe. - 


QVESTIONSY 


The firſt Queſtion then thall be, what Prayte p a= 


Whereunto Sammt Pavls anſwer is, That 
king knowne or defires 16 God, #51]. 4. 6. fit the 
E 


Js 7dr Svor. 
i Pbil. 4 £ 


will takes fire and defires : 2. The man brings and 


opens theſe defires to God ; and the defire thus fla- 


ming and blazing vpward, 1s properly prayer: prayer 


hath irs conception and birth, as conceived in the 
heart or will, thats the wombe of prayer, and for. 
mally tis an a&t ofthe will. 2. The birth of itis the 
render and expreſſion of that defire and a, how ever 
vitered, and tis expreſſed ſundry wayes, cither byan 
inward or outward word,as the GloſTe ſpeakes ;{ome. 
times the minde ſpeakes inwardly, as in Hannah and 
Moſes, and thats ( moſtly ) the ſtrongeſt voyceofAall , 
ſometimes the rongue viters-what the heart indites, 
Pſal. 45. ſometimes ſpeech fayles, a man can but 
Chatter, not ſpeake with He=zekiah, haply not ſomuch, 
as Pſal.97.yetthen he ſpeakes moſt(like a buffing man) 
whon he ſpeakes leaſt, his eyes, hands, face, tcares 
ſpeake, every.inward ſigh; and outward 'member is a 
rongue. Now, the defire vented any of theſe wayes, 
ts a prayer; it the firſt way, us called a mentall pray- 
ers 1fthe-ſecond, a vocall ; if the third, areall. Ast for 
Þellarmines cutuall prayer in bis croſle ſenſe, we leaue 
ittd{himſelfe. | ' 
- The fecond queſtion is, What be the kindes of 
P © rAnſw. A man prayes cither for himſclfec, 
hthets: and when | ochimolfe, either for the 
averſion of evil, or obtainment of ggod ; that they 
call deprecation, this apprecation, as that for others 
fupplication : wherezo- ſame adde thankeſgiving , 
youching for all, 1 Tim. 2. 1. Wee onely fay three 
ings. ; firſt , that. how ever thankeſgivirg enyoluc 
delire of acceptance, yet it is not fi y praycr. 
Secondly, that prayer may admit the divifion given ; 
{ pa ut 


— — 
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me Praftice of Prajer. i 
but thirdly, whether the Apoſtles words inthe ori. 
ginall;.or his ſcope per{ſwading Prayers for others ) 
19. that place will bearc out the diſtinRion, I ſul- 
pend, 


.» The third queſtion touches vpon certaine requi- 


— fires in prayer , whercof ſome are more, fome leſſe 
1atrinſecall 


inward: as firſt, touching the marter 


of prayer ; where perions and things come tobe con. 

ſidered. For things, wee lay downe two things for 
haſte ; firſt, that every thing will no more beare a 
prayer, than every ſtreame will a Ship; ſecondly, the 
thing asked muſt firſt be warranted vader ſome'pre- 
cept or promiſe in generall, though not exprelly ; 
ſccondly , muſt he of ſome importance, either in it 
ſelfe, or by circumſtance. Amanmuſt not ſuc for a 
Liceace to breake his Soveraignes Lawes, norcome 
£0 his Prince to beg apinne or a poynt. Vnleſſe cir- 
cumſtance make it cirher dutic or neceſſitic, iris not 
praycr ;/it is preſumption that wee heare from ſome 
mouthes, God ſend I may winne this caſt, this game, 
andthe like. 

2. For perſons, this ſhall ſuffice , firſt, the perſon 
prayed vnro, muſt be the Lord, Prayeris an homage 
onely duc to him 3 1. hee claimes it with other his 

rogatiues, Pſal, 51. 15, and the Church acknow- 
. it, Pſal. 65. 2. A precept and promiſe wee 
haue from him for the ſupporting of out faith whence 

prayer muſt flow. If any can ſhew eithcr from 
other, let him make his vſe thereof. But touching: 
this poynt of praying to creatures, no more butrhis, 
firſt, however the doctrine ſeemes ar firſt bluſhtohane 
SE 2 as 


V. Anſwer « 
Feſwites chal 


Az. 


a 


aF Tewbing the T 
as much countenance from mas any COatvo. 
vented and waved betwcene vs and kowe : yer ſecond. 
ly, it hath as little ſhew of any fouring in the Scrip. 
rure as what hath leaſt : the very trurh is, nothing is 
brought but whar feemes ridicutous io ſuch Tefintes 
as are verſed in the Text. For vs, wee are raught ro 
giue loweſt homage to higheſt Majeſtic, and ro ren- 
derdivine praycrs tro none lefie thana God. 

2, For the partic praying, thus : firſt, cvery one 
ſhould be acquainted with this durie; for it is a (rvice 
Szroru chicks Lord, from: all that hold anything 

1: ſecondly, all Gods growne childrerr are ac- 


ined wh & 1 for be hath po Gumbe CHildren, 
They a roccine the Spirit of prayers, m therr 


e doc call. him Abba, or Father, 
er will pray acceptably and conf- 


qQwne 
Ehirdly, w 
demly, muſt be qualifhed, for perſon and graees.” 


For perſon ; he muſt not _be 2 ſinner 
TE, DE POE ge of finne.. 9 heares none fp * 

, aMcous, vprighe, or to -fuch c - 
mile is made, Fol. 34. 15. he muſt ſecke God 2nd his 
face, for Gads fake and graces fake. 

2. For Graces ; his vadeſtanding and affeAions 
maſt be qualificd > r, inthe vnderſtanding part th ore 
muſt be theſe graces z firſt, knowledge, withour 
which, the minde cannotbe good, #re. 1 9. A blinde 

thee and Prieſt are abominable ro God: the ig. 
narant worſhips hee knowes not what, hee cannor 
worſhip in ſpirit and truth, /h. 4. the reaſon is given 
bythe Cafift ; Aﬀettion depends vpon the Vnder- 
fanding. And if vpon that ground it be beſt for a 
man 


Atta. AA A ©. <& - 


aud Praktice of Proger. ay 
man to vnderſtand himfclfe in bis private 


as ſome Icſuires thinke, why not in publike roo, 
as S, Paxil would haue it, 

2. Faith, not in that baſtard ſenſe that ſome fa- 
ther vpon vs,, who cither doe not, or will norvn- 
derſtand vs in. the whole dodrine of faith, bur 


Ja ever rewarded, thougp 7 
granted in the kinde, Thus hethat comes ts God 
nſt at ewo ads of jaith ; he muſt belcene firſt 
that God is, 5. is really the ſame rhat his word 
reports him, moſt trong, good, true, conſtant, &c, 


ſecondly, that he is a rewarder of themrharcome "Mi 


to him, and hath not (aid in vaine,Secke yee wy fare 1 
as Eſay ſpeakes, 

3- Humilitie, whereby we come to ſet a-due 
rate ypon our felues and God, and know the” right 
diſtance berwixr himand vs. This huamilitie helpes 
vs co ſee that there isnothiog buremprineſſein vs, 
and(fecondly) makes vs wilthogroacc 

ifts vpon: Gods termes, namely, as free abnes.. 
The Lo « » ts ncere to every humbledand bro. 


ken ſpirit, Pſa. 34. to every abaſed bur 

every proud Piſce is behcld aloofe, ſenc- 

eraptic away. A 
Thus forthe vnderſtanding, now forthewill and 


diare ſprings of a&on. The c of theaſ. 
ITE RL: — 
3 c 


of Gods- 


affections, rhey muſtbe as the inime- 


30  Towehing the Theory 
nefle an poſiur of ir, thar it be turned the right 
way , and looke vpon the right object : our aff; 
ions naturally ſtand backward, their backes bee 
vpon.G © », their faces vpon the creatures, nay, 
ypon finne. Who ſo will pray to purpoſe, muſt 
Hauc the bent of his hear another way, hee muſt 
ſay with David, I wit ſet no wicked thing before 
mane eyes, Pſa. ror. And againe, If Iregard( or 
Jooke towards) iniquitic, 'God will not heare my 
Pſal. 66. iS. All thoughts, detires, and 
_ of ſfinne, muſt fall, if the hcart ſhall and 
prayer, and rhe whole ſoule and man turned to 
prongs 


he goodnefle of the affetion ſtands in the 

ſo” qui s, it, that itbe ſincere, that is, that we de- 
ſe for goodneſſe lake, ace becauſe it 

is grace, - cas "ans, oh we ſhall be enabled to glorifie 


God. He that hath truth in the inward hath 


to be reſpecedi inthe affeQi- 
inſt quantitie which we call zeale. This 
_ due proportion is required in prayer : for 
nodacrifice is welcome to Go v withour ſome fire, 
ſome warnith. Dead prayers = as diſtaitefull ro 
God,as dead drinkes be ro vs : the prayer that is a- 
yailcable, muſt haue ſome ſpirit Md fervour in ir, 
[aw.5, This for the marter. 
2+ Touching the meanes in which our prayers 
/  mwſtbe tendered, and here wee muſt know, that 
the Father will be honoured inthe Sonne, whom 
ke hath made the ſole Mediatour betwixt heaven 


and 


, WT © F__——z 
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and carth. And howſocverto others there beLords 
' and Mcdiatours many, yettothe Church, rhere is 
| but one Sonne, one Name, one Altar, one high 
Prieſt, in whoſc hand alone they offer vpall. Ifany 
other be deputedas Maſter of requeſts vnder him, 
let vs ſee his patent,and it ſaffices. 
| 7: Touchingtheendofpraying: firſtitionoreo 
acquaint God with any thing hidden, or to minde 
1m of any thing forgotten, or to moue hitn to a- 
ny mercy wheretd he is backward ( as ifwe could 
prevent him, and be more deſirous of the creatures 
ood than he is ) butitis 1. principally to acknow- 
dge our dependancy and his ſoveraigntie, and ſe. 
condarily to make way for athankfull and holy vſe 
of mercies received: 
Thus for matrers.more eſſentiall toprayer ; now 
for others more circumſtantiall, a word is ſuffici- 


ent. 

ueſt. 4. Firſt for time : 1. weearenottyed at 
all ro any fre time in private prayer( of which wee 
ſpeake ; ) firſt tae dutie is afhirmatiue, therefore 
'  hindesbuttothe ſeaſon: ſecondly, other duticsare 
alſo required, and muſt haue their turne: 2.times of 
prayer are 1. Occaſionall, which come not vader 
rule. 2. Ordinary. Here 1. our Saviour preſumes 
daily prayer, as may be gathered, Mat. 6. 2. The 
ſtature in /ſ-ae/, required, in the name ofthe whole 
Church, Morning and Evening-prayer and ſacri- 

fice. .3. Eminent men ( eſacclally 4n. diſtreſſed 

timcs) preſented themſclues thrice a day before the 
| Lord. And thisis allthar's ſaid for time. As for: 
| (Pra. 


— —— 


Ti 


Not ad tmpey 


Dans &- 


ww 


's _—_ —_— 
Ph 59- ( Pray contranally ) the Euchites might as well con. 
dude commual feeding ar Davide Table.asvnceC. 


— 


praying thience.v. 2 Sam. 9. 10. 
2, Forplace : firſt, all places arc warranted for 
wate devations, 2b, 4.21. 17im. 2.8, ſecond. 
y,the fitteſt is, that which 1s 1. freeſt from diſtra- 
ion, 2. fartheſt from ſuſpition and appearance of 
hypocrafic. 
3. For , the rules are alſo ewo : firſt, all 
are fanRifed, and in caſe may be vſed : ſecondly, 
* that's the farreſtthar beſt r. ſirres affeRion, 2. cx- 
preſſes reverence. 
4+ For order : firſt, we are not tyed to any ſet 
coarſe or forme, therefore ( 2 )a man may beginne 
with Confeſſion, Thankeſgiving, Petition, as hee 
ſecs cauſe, 2. hee may vic, ornot vſca {ct forme 
for his owne particular, varying there onely where 
his caſe varies, though in publique a preſcribed 
forme be moſt convenient and agrecable to anti. 
- quitie., 

Thus for the DoArinall part of Prayer, Now 
a word or two to ſome Caſes reſpeRting Pra- 
ice, 

And firſt, 'ris demanded how a man is ro con- 
cciue of God in Prayer, fincethe more wee thinke 
ofhis eſſence, the more we lofe our ſclues 2 

«Anſwer 1. There's nodiret beholding of God 
ia his infnirenefſe, 

*. We muſtrefle& vpon him, 1. as he is preſen. 
eedin Chriſt, 2. as he is ibed inthe Word.See 
him wich our cares in his Attributes, 25 he is Ow 

t 


=. - 


thdis-ho Bruns coor gracias) ah766 fe. 
ward, as it followes in his ſtile and title, Exod. 34 
3+ Laſtly, rake him at the rebound y rm. 
tures 3 incthem there's ſorne in him-more; 
fs. Honſhdl1doers: w_ = ara rh 
Queſt.2. How I doe ro confine my th 
and to keepe them to the pointin hand whit | atm 
praying? © -- 

Anſ. 1. pewaile the looſtneſſe of thy mature, and 
ptay with David, 0 Lord vnite my heart to thee. 

2. Rainc-in chy thoughe at other, art all cimes:; 
for when chey' have gor a courſe and cuſtome of 
np. $1 EET RITA TE ou 


. Ser thy minde and th vpon heavenly 
which are able ro farisfie them , clſe like 


enlarges ro place, beeaſe 


erty ngedocae 
rc pI 
the thoughts, Men in loue Prog ptr 
0 of rheit friend, - 
Love more, and thou witt 
Dvefb. 3. aol wan om erm NY OR 
=". the prayer of mbcticfeizz- 
© | 
a There's often Faith when there's ks 
or yo foeli : Faith may worke direQly, thought 


withoar —_—_ Chriſtto thee,” & 
.2.- Vnbeliefe is eyrher oppoſe 
or not: Cn os of 
hurt'vs, and may coricurre with 
ſubject, as Mark. g. 24. 
F Lady, 


R 


Lot S. James 64p. 1.6. va en 6H parriall 

— iathe ſubjeR; but of an v. 

WS, & totall infidelitic in xeſpeR ofthe objec. 

Bf 4 anc yams ws heart be full ofwrach, 
and 5p my brother when I ſhould pray : 

——_—_ 5 A all choughts of revenge, if 


Fun 
2. Take vp a reſolution of peaceableneſſe and 
ſatisfaction, it thou ſhalt be found faultie. 
3. Pray for the-partie ; and; when thou canft 
—$#ade reaſons why God ſhould loue him, thou wilr 
ſee cauſe why thou ſhouldſt pirtie-hing, Prayer will 
calme and ſwceren the affections ; There's no dan- 
ger of a bloudy Saul, if once he fall to praying, as 
G9 tcls one, Ad, 9. 
pt Bur ous ifa wane fa: es 
at he can ſay nothing w] 
Rh 1. Let him caquure into the ns. 
of.:;. Sometimes dumbaefſe comes from the abun- 
Gorge eflures and amazements of the ſoule, when 
( Doing overwhclmcd, as Davidoften 
That. 142. 143« ) can &ade no vent ;Io this caſc,if 
a man doc but reiterate the ſame peticion with our 
bleſſed Sayigur , or doe bur chatter with Hezekioh, 
nay, ſuppoſe he cannot ſpeake ar all, as ſal, 70 
26det 1s,tg ——_—_ m_—_ inſtanc 
gracious W eyes to by 
OE exe rifoners , as well as carcs to heare them-: who 
_—_- vt hearcs0ur! and breathings,and knowes the 
V. Pſa03-20- mecred gr groancs, Kew, $, and will 
Lam. 3. 56. Prayers,as we doe maimed men, 
Tops are Cur oe, 


But 


p , x 5 hes 


| | z 35; 
- But if this ſilence and barrenneſſe come from 


coldneſſe and vngraciouſneſſc, then hemuſt mnie . 


another ( and that's this ) courſe : firſt hee muſt 
bewayle it in the cauſe : ſecondly, he muſt breake 
thorough it by a ſcrious vic of the meanes ; that 
is, hee mult firſt try another way : if thou finde 
nothing wanting, and {ceſt no need of God or of 
prayer, and therefore canſt not fall to begging, 
er ſce matter of confeſſhon and of thank . 

bleſſe God for what thou haſt received alreadie, 
confeſle thy coldneſſe and preſent deadneſle, and 
ſo by ſtirring thou ſhaltgather ſome warmth: 2, if 
this ſeruce not, conſult ſome friend, ferch ſome 
quicknance thence, as Iron brightens and 
Iron, ſo one friend another. Thirdly,ifthis worke 
not, berake thy ſelfe ro phyſicke z there's (as for 
the body, ſo) for the ſoule both food and phy- 
ſicke. In ordinary times, at ordinary dyet wall 
preſcrue the ſoule, bur in caſc of fickneſſe ( where- 
of lazineſſe and lifleſſeneſle is fill a fore-runner ) 
meanes more than ordinary muſt be vied:thoumuſt 

y, faſt, cry in a more than wonted manner, / clſe 

ome greatdeſertion or 10n.isathand. 

weſt. 6. But how ſhall I know that my prayers 
arc heard ? 

vAnſs. Firſt, looke to Gods word; and if thou 
haſt a promiſe of hearing, thou art heard: and 
this is indeed faith, To ſee Gods anſwere inmy 
hand, and to my. ſenſe, is no not faith: ro 

©, 


reade mine anſwere in the Pro 
in that, and be thankefull forthat with' che Saints, 
withourſceling, is true faith, © ' | | 

F 2 2s Looke 


10 As Pſaly6 16. 
andto rejoyce A3Pfarg62e. 


V3 
x3. 


l 
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IP/al. 138-3. 


36 ; dot. 
+. Looketo Gods workes ; fee how the provi. 
. dence workes vpon 


for 


; 


| thy \prayer : ſomerimes God 
anfrcrs thee in rhe very kinde, giucs the thing in- 
ſtanced: ſometimes he anſwers thee with Rrengrh 
inthy ſoule, as David ſpeakes ; thou haſt 
to waice, ſtrengthto hang on, andro-come againe. 
Know this forchy comfort, every ſecond prayer 
e, is ananſweretothe firſt, every third'to 
the and ſo forward. 
.  Bzeſl. 7, But it may be God heares mefor ſume 
friends ſake,whoſe prayers are mingled with mine, 
how ny Lknow that CEIIAY me 
eAnſ.1, Prayers begg'd rowed ,are thine 
by conſent. _ | 
z. Ifrhon hadſt apartin the worke, take thy 
ſharealſo in the wages and comfort. 

3. Thoſe prayers that make thee more humble, 
more rhankefull for bleflines received, and more 
careful! co gloritie God with his gifts, are thine, 
the anfvere is tothee, if the fruit and vie of the 
blefimg received be ro God rruc in thee, 

Noe, 8. Bur firh wicked men and 
haue. now rakenvpz courſe of prayer, and bree- 
ding and cuſtome hath wrought a kinde of conſci- 


. fc | The miinediereticeists be fetcht from 
theirperſons 2nd projedts in the dutic inthe courſe 


ofthcir lives: but that 1 be nor tedious, compare . 


what Poet ſairh Chriſtians ſhould doc, and what 
experience ſaith they viually doe, and the diffe- 
reNce 


OO ——————— Aw n—_— OO OI — 


ard Prafice of Proger. 57 


IIS 
coucht many requifites in praper, whichth 
godly obſerues, the falſe hearted regardsnor. 

1, Praying (1aith the Apoſtle.) Here is one dif- 
ference; a wicked man laſts, withes, as the childe 
doth ( Would I had fuch a thing) but hee prayes 
not, 
2» A godly man varics his petitions accardi 
— nocd another harh —_— | 
ſalue for every ſore, a Pater noffer,a Cres, gfe. | 

3» The vpright holds a coarſe inall cimes'anl | 
changes ; the hypocrite will not call vpoa God at | 
all —_— 27.1 10. 4 iy | 

4. T ight { hnthefpirets ) his Perivd. 
ORs are the iſſues Fib ans Fire a of Gods 
ſpirit: the hypocrite, as he is deſtirute of chis; ſo 

is dead within him;his prayers come burfrom 
his lips, or his braines, there is no ſpirit in thera; 

5- The vpright joynes ('w )} with | 

er ; before hee watches himſelf, leſt 4 
is heart ſhould noe bee in 2 praying caſe when | 
| his houre comes; [In-prayer he obſerucs hinaſcife, 
Jeſt he'fur or fag, endior begin; before free /3514- 
ware ; after prayer, he watches where higarrow = | 
lights, that fo hee may finde it againe, ori ſhaote 1g of o- | 
another the fame way. Not ſo.me wicked, 'hee over. 

| 
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Jeapes from oathes, &c. rw praper zi heewan 1205 

doc two or three things ar once in waſh tions. 

and pray, kutron and rruffc him, 8&e: andpray he 

"6. The vprigh holds oorin prayer; an wil 

- & oor cr, and” 

nor He beaten! 5 on cam; 
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CAE IS 


= 


CE _—_— 


King. 6+ 33+ 


z8 ching the Theo 

the wicked-bke a falſe jade will trample after 2 
| 99> > him; Ic is in vaine to 
wait ypon:God any longer. 

11/7. The vptight prayes for others ( and thoſe 
Saints ;): the bypocrite is for himlſelfe, wife, chil- 
[eads; nor for. Saints, at leaſt nor for all, 
certainely not for Fauls(as it followes verſe 19.) or 
if, yet not-tharthe word 25.5. og : finfull mens 


viually begin and in themſclues, at 
fealt end in naturall things and friends, as them. 
ſelues are naturall, 8&c. 

Leſt. 9. Bur many being wonted from infan- 
cy.topray, cannot be quiet till they haue prayed; 
how ſhall I know that 1 v5 hv conſcience, not of 
cuſtome ; becauſe God bids mee, and not my pa- 
rents onely * 

eAnſw. 1. Tt thou prayeſt ypon inward motiues, 
and from principles of thine owne, becauſe thou 
feeleſt an inward want of grace, andneed of pray. 
er, 2 decay of vigour, &c. When thou waſt a 
childe, thou didft cate, becauſc thy mother pur 
the poone ſometimes to thy mouth when thine 
apperite was notgreat, but now thou careſt toliue, 
and to liue, &c. 

2. It thoujudge thy ſelfe for manner as well as 
matter. Hee that prayes bur of faſhion, and for 
others ſakes, cares nor, ſo the thing be done, how 
icbe done ; burhe that prayes for himſclfe, for 
life, for prayer ſake, and doth the worke our of 
conſcience, is carefull not onely to pray, bur to 
pray well, and j himſclfe as well for his 
deadneſſe, and flecpinefle, and diſtration, &c. in 
prayer, 


AM. *. <3 


—an eG 3s 
er, as for his negle& of ir altogether, &c, 
Thus farre wee haue anſwered ſome queſtions. 
Now weepaſſeto ſome motiues ynto prayer, whe. 
ther for our ſclues or others: And here wee will 
content our ſelues with two onely ; x. confider 
how needfull the practice is : 2. how hopecſull the 
ſucceſſe, 
1. Forthe firſt, this weknow:ingeneralkthar x, 
inthe creature nothing is to be found but-empri- 


neſſle and beggery. mRnes 
treaſhres A 


2. Thatin Chriſt are hid all 
dome and comfort. ;Nx.l £125; Lig 
3. That wee: haue none ather meane-of win- 
no at, ao but prayer : if wertruſtro 
power, he will outmatch vs ; it to wit, hee will 
outreach vs : the prayer one!y of faith overcomes: 


2. __ ——_— particular ney 
prayer will appearc, .if wee 1, compare our: | 
with our berters: you David,. 'Paul,' (rhac' 
wall of the Church as he'is called) found their- y”——— 
qwne and others roo few enow; and 1 [NEE<! jyce the fixe 
ded prayers, doe not wee ? 2. It weeconſider the parearClub 
ſtare of the world asnvw it ſtands. 1. the-greateſt fas 
of the Gentiles lie in darkenefſc ; vnder: $2 zrierwoed: 
and yet-our fleſh 2. Wee are debtorsrothe 
Iewes,. who- are yet vnder the vaile. 3. In the 
Church ; our brethren abroad lie vader great ci« 
ther coldnefle or ignorance, or perſecution. Laſts 
ly, our ſelues at home need prayers not a few; 
For firſt thenumber of ſwearers, curſcrs, provo- 
kers farre exceed the —— ſo 


» 


— 


40 "Tower Beory” 
farre, that for one prayer, you hane a thouſand 
Fee rr oy dn: Our - vo and _ 
inhaucly aggravate our finncs. 5. Many that 
thinke rhey pray, ſend ſweerand bicke oma the 
lame mouth, -at leaſt curſe with their hands whilſt 
they blcſle with their mouthes, 4. Our daycs of 
ce haue beene many , wee arc reſerved to the 
.. laſt place, andall che world lookes what will be- 
come of'vs.. 5.. Gods former ſtroakes hauc not 
wrought any kinde, cither reformation or humi- 
_ * Wer have beene long in _-_ —_— 
contumprion. Laſtly, and in a word, wee 
oureadectwoationdohcne, are encompaſſed 
with fannes ſo provoking, with encmics ſo many 
and ſo mightie, that wee muſh make our way tho- 
row all by prayer, or clfe wefatl.. Therongue of 


man cannot demonſtrate how wee ſhould long: 
ſubfift and ſupport our felucs, vnder our prefiing 

ds, vnloſfe wee call in mercy and helpe from 
heaven, ' The concluſion thereforc is to all, that 
know what their incereſt is in God, and whar the 
| = 1 FO eh s, co addrefſe themſchues to this 


Now lcſtany mans faith ſhould flagge, in regard 
... of his owne jand-owr great provocations; 
letw rake into our conſideration the- ſecond mo- 
tie, and bethinke our ſclnes of ſome eNCOurage- 
wes 9 


» Wherheralone or in company, 
. tally in joynt prayer, where we'concurre” 
in petiuoas, rhauph hotin place. f | \ 

\ Theſe encouragernents :are many ; Fname now 


1. Conſider 


> I make —_ 
narure, it == 
A, nr wo it lelte. — 
Benhadad, we haue heard, that the | iftecd re 
mercifull: :Ifakinde man be cafily p > en 
Cifull man ſoone cntreated, eand mer- 
of niet God akes more deige in doing god 

wee can inreceiving, therefore without 

he doth much,much more vpon ſuite made. Indeed 
[iq + AG > ,and a meane ro fit 
it neither puts mercy into God, 
nor ſtirres mercy in him. We cannot loue our ſclaes 
ſo well, ſo much as God doth. 2. As he is willing, 
ſo able to helpe, withour colt, ſtudy, labour : he is2- : 

ble codoe more, farre more than wee can = 

om. wn mar FO Y he is 

willing todoe. 3- 

2. Conſider what our relation is to him : 1. he is 

our Taker the lv oean or neue doh ro meer 

him, bur he of his owne will vnder- 

vs. call him Farker, vpon hans 

Popes and them him, and 
will he then faylevs © He that came to his brother for tz re 
exons mar ebay rr 16-hap. 
his trouble, who was but his neighbour 


Yerbe ipecds thr ame he ldge came i came to 
ps rs 
= 


another, nor mcerely for her 
ns S dex hyde rand hl nor wee with a Fa- 


Conf dow beach ngaged binſele tov 
rifaquie he a eyndeo force: if wee bold ur 
argaine 


Touchivig ube 
ine and ſeeke, hee cannot goe- backs; nor denic 
I ; nay, he harh vnderraketvto giue his Spirir; 
| ive vs a P; teſt, Chriſtroreach 'vs how to pray, rg 

anſr ervs whilſt wee pray: all this vnder Jus hand-, 
ow” is not this 2faire'encouragement's - | 
4, \ Conſider wharmeanesand iemdaverkdacia 
him, cven allwhom he reſpects. Chriſt myſticall is 
| bur one body, and makes bur one voyce :-whar' one 
= 2z, Chriſtian warrantably askes,/all (in-generall ) aske, 
- Allthe Chriſtians in France, Spaine, and all in allthe 
Shares of England, meet together in one ſpirit. before 
the Lord A nc and joyne in the {ame fuirs+ yea 
the Lord hath ſo raughr hon td-pray, that No one 
member, or matter that will beare a prayer'is exclu- 
ded. Now if all Gods ſubjes, nay. children joyne 
in onc, ſhall they nor ſpced ? eſpecially .if wee looke 
to the head: 1. 7 God hach made him an high _—_ 
forvs..2- faid that in him! he will al be walfple: 
told vs that whatſoever weaske in his Name we on 
haucir : 3. he hath prayed for vs, he hath made en- 
wanceand acceſle: Epheſ. 3. 12. &c.madevs accepts” 
ble: 4:all chis& ratified by promiſcand oath; rhat by 
>.» + tyoimmurable things wee ?houtd haue ſtrong conſo- 
+ aan menos to G © » ; and ſhall not allthis 
or? clpecially firh he everliues to make 
Cn Suppoſe Chriſt werein perſonwith vs at 
Anat wee doubt to ſpeed * He ever liues,8&c, 
yers TE and his bloud lives, &c. Heb,7. 2 
To "Con | what prayer 4s to 5d : NE-4OL 


bor loue is Somtifull ; KG Eights incenſe. 


7 >» | ' _” 
dret, as 7ſþ»ae/; he hearos then, when finfull men. as 
fel Jam (7,107, he heares them :ſo oyrx ut 


- degsit, Cant. 2 >1ouecs that he we d not hane 
ayer To! MATTRIr® o 
w of ptaydt: when 


| cn Godwould no 
'tewill not take, he will ſhut vpthe mouth, Prayinor: 
when therefore he ſaith Pray, 'twill be to purpoſe. 
Now that which is ſo rate him, will beptolice 
bleco vs... ' - 

6. Granny fo erm: expericace did we ever pray 
bur we were the rit wee cver joyne in 
publike prayers but wee found them ſucceſſefull 2. In 
Eighty Eig He there were ſolemne payer ny rooke; 
inthe time woof Peſtilence 0457 prayers,they tooke ; 
againſt the Parliament, whenthe Gun.powder creaſon 
was diſcovered, God ſtirred vp divers to-pray n_—_— 
was ſucceilcfull ;inrhe wet harveſt wee-ſ{{ 
Lord, the Sunne brake out z in the great 
fought againe, and ſped againe ; in our then Noble 
Pen reng , men ſentrheir prayers gn 
fercht hira home againe. And what wee fay: 
ſclues, may wee not of a thouſand more recorded ity 
a rs _ a Nation or Church that ever | 

but 

7p Crt ins ons haue. ſped and betas | 
heard hercrofore,our ſelues and others like our ſelues. 

Elijah was 4 man ſubje&tro like paſſtons, &c. Mexeſſe 
was a {infuſl man before, when hee prayed hee was 
heard. mncfepelinancmm, he tyaSaarly 
and (inne had drawne troubles on — 
praycs and is heard.. Hagarapoore 


knowledge, 8c. ———_— 
Rs on ee he 


rw 


a” - | Rac 


And hin Go v'is rich to-all that call ypon him, 
Kom. 10. 

8. Conlider. for wha perſons they have beene 
heard. xAmorpr = # Spoon people, God heard 
him. E/jabtor a finfull Kingdome in 2 wicked age, 
God hcard him. <Afoſes fora rebellious generation, 
God heard him. «Abreharw for Sodowe, 1 tex rights. 
aws, &6. If one ſhall be heard for a thouſand of re- 
beſngnay not a thouſand of children be heard for ane 


9. y lo FEE ers haue beenc heard. loneb 
+ ſearcevtersapetiti6atall,burmones, yet heis heard; 
77 Heazebiah chatters, David cannot ſpeake, yet heard. 
Short p - na. confuſed prayers, broken &c. b6ghs, | 
are Currane. 
30. Cook I ana ns 
in e,2 et in appearance 
FTI man we 
hauc thaughrtthar his c == EIS d5ENe UTE 
cover: bc, wher n T1 my 17 " $1.19 Þ a 
27s 125 Elnahand others y_ IE 
thoir prayers vpc —__ 7 _—_— | 
y 1 hund 
ny that was t eringinrhe horyoPthe Chu nbc 


2. For time: Layer. hath holpen wer 
ta _ [ 


forthem fe 3.100 3: op, whence 
decree was too 

cnn paw Og error —- 
duach was ( IS tos one and he 
mthe Den : for vx«b,when fwallowed : fot the Chil. 
dron, when in the Furnace : but nulla erowrris Regs * 


oe a Ea 5 or 


and Praflice of Prayer. FT) 


naght, Tec he is tyed to no time, "tis never too late 
pray whilſt he pray: If now your hearts be 
prpard, he will bow his care, Pſa. 70. Obes ous 
nnes hinder ! Pray againſt them, O bur wee are nor 
tice to carry particular ſuites ! Wee are/ſure to have God 
"them or berter. A Father will not giue his childe na 
Ronewhen heaskes bread, buthe will gige 
if ac aske aſtone; fo onrs. Wee arcluve 
cy : 
,thou ſha er 
ne NY 
matter 
thatthou ſhalr blefſe God for . Thirdly,rhou 
ſhalr eſtablich ſes, which lt neveretſe bold, 
here. Fourth " thou ſhale Gnde comforr, 
thy heart, as David faith, thou thalr fee Gods. 


= =—=Iu chouwil) 
or 


_ 
and face in joy,/eb 33.26. Fiftly,thouthatrliave dokd, 
n oyyfb 59 26-Fiey th 


neſſe and Scerlp, chow Suite 

deliver the Iland, doe thy feife and orhersgoodzgood Exerc 
is awle as wel a , Janes 5. Now then whinr Apg ing 
lacke you * what you kane? Would yowlaue j/ 
corrugtions abated 5 pray againdt rhews + gaaces cn- 
fond? pred Bahr ang bled bu] eons. 

reed * pray, @c. e 

ment, marriage here, thr. © talke leſſe, pray 
more. Andi it the toolesbe blunt, you arc nor ſo. ſtripr 
of weapons but you haie each his file at his owne 


houſe, ſharpenthem in private by { faſtings and 


humiliations. You haue meancs it hearts ; if you will 
loſe all comfort for want of aking, you are acceſſary 


7o your owne vado 
— =S G 3 66.. But 


Toxching the Theory and Praftice of Prayer. 
- 06, But God hath his cimes of trying his'people; 
and will deliver them vp to troubles, bar rs ves, 
&c. It God-ſo purpoſe'at any time, prayer cannot 


er. 30 . | 
Sol. Hath God ſuch times ? Firſt, prayer is need. 
- fall chat wee may+ be firred. Secondly, ſuch times 
ſeldome cometill there come firſt a cooling atid de- 
clining. So 'twas with vs, as Ridley and Bradforacom- 
nes Soin the Primiriue Church. Sce what is ſaid 
y Eafſebiia, 1.8.c.1. 

Bur I run too farre : the Conclufion ſhall be this, 
Reader, thou ſceſt what's to be firſt knowne, ſecond- 
ly,to be done in this arrand of prayer. Thou canſt 
not bur ſce great need of praying, nor maiſt thou de- 
reat hope of ſpeed in caſe thou wilt buckle ro the 

worke.. Now it thou be a man ( not a piqure-and a 
Thadow) ureony 0 re doe, © that 
Wee mi | , publike meerin 
like — bur get thee into mg og 

and beginthine owne reformation as _ as thou 
and faſt as long as thou wilt, ſol 
yaw. fayleſt by Gods Compaſle mt 
Rule, thou mayſt paſſe as quiet- 
ly as {ſrael ſometimes did 
without the laſh of 
any tongue, 
(%*) 
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To the PrxiwnTEeR, 
I x; 


T hae (at your requeſt ) cor- 
refted [ome faults,and added 
[ome few lynes in thu Coppie, 
what T [ball be able to doe in 
the reſt 1 cannot.yet ſayin re- 
gard of my preſent occafions, onely thu J ſee, that it 
fares with me as it doth with other fathers, many 
times the childe leaſt reſpefted proues moſt vſefull ts 
others, moſt comfortable to the parents, when az the 
re$t ( about whom more bufineſſe 11 made ) take not 
ſo well ; tu ſo with me, thi poore contensptible birth 
and Sermon hath brought me in more thankes than 
twentie others, ppon whom (7 am ſure) more paines 
were beſtowed in the forming of them, had they ſped 
well pnder the Midwifes hands But thu tc ordina- 
ry with God, to doe moſt by weakeſt and vnlikelieſt 
neanes. To him I leaue both you, and this of yours. 


R. H. 


